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Session Objective

To  e xa m in e  h o w to  p a ir
t r a d it io n a l t e xt s  with  

m o d e r n
“n e w c la s s ic s ” b y a n a lyzin g  

two  r e la t e d  wo r ks  a n d  
c o m p a r in g  th e m  th r o u g h  

a  “o n e -p a g e r .”
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Let’s get thinking!

Re fle c t  o n  yo u r  g o -to
r e s p o n s e  wh e n  
s t u d e n t s  a s k:

“Wh y r e a d / le a r n  t h is ?”
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Turn & Talk

Wh a t  h a ve  yo u  r e a d
for yourself r e c e n t ly 
t h a t  yo u  r e a lly 
c o n n e c t e d  with ?  Wh y?

4



Switch, Turn, & Talk

Wh ic h  a u t h o r s  in c lu d e d  
in  yo u r  c u r r ic u lu m  d o  
students c o n n e c t  t o  m o s t ?

Ar e  t h e y t r a d it io n a l, “n e w 
c la s s ic s ,” o r  a  m ix?
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Something Old & 
Something New

H o w d o  we  wid e n  t h e  
c a n o n  b y e xp lo r in g  
lit e r a t u r e  t h r o u g h  b o t h  
t r a d it io n a l a n d  m o d e r n  
le n s e s ?
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Mirrors & Windows
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Hacking 
the 

Classics 
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Preparing to Pair
1.

Wh a t  is  t h e  
va lu e  o f t h is  
t r a d it io n a l 
wo r k in  a  
m o d e r n  
c o n t e xt ?

2.
Wh a t  s h o u ld  

s t u d e n t s  kn o w
a b o u t  t h e
t r a d it io n a l

wo r k in  it s  o wn  
t im e ?

3.
Wh a t  c a n  b e

p a ir e d  t o  m a ke  
t h e  t r a d it io n a l

wo r k r e le va n t  t o  
yo u r  s t u d e n t s ’ 

live s ?
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Step 1: Preparing to 
Pair
✗ Wh a t  is  t h e  va lu e  o f 

t h is  t r a d it io n a l wo r k 
in  a  m o d e r n  
c o n t e xt ?
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Antigone
b y 

So p h o c le s
c ir c a  4 4 0 BCE
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Step 2: Preparing to Pair

✗ Wh a t  s h o u ld  
s t u d e n t s  kn o w 
a b o u t  t h e  
t r a d it io n a l wo r k 
in  it s  o wn  t im e ?
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Th e  Gr e e ks  
b e lie ve d  t h a t  a  

b o d y le ft  
u n b u r ie d  will 

d o o m  t h e  s o u l t o  
wa n d e r  in  t h e  

a ft e r life .
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Step 3: Preparing to Pair

✗ Wh a t  c a n  b e  
p a ir e d  t o  m a ke  
t h e  t r a d it io n a l 
wo r k r e le va n t  t o  
yo u r  s t u d e n t s ’ 
live s ?
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“If We  Mu s t  Die ” 
b y Cla u d e  Mc Ka y

H a r le m  
Re n a is s a n c e , 1919
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Let’s read!

- Exc e r p t  fr o m  
Antigone

- “If We  Mu s t  Die ”
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Let’s talk!

Wh a t  a r e  yo u r  in it ia l 
t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  t h e  
p a ir in g ?
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Let’s make a 
one -pager!

- Exc e r p t  fr o m  
Antigone

- “If We  Mu s t  Die ”
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Let’s discuss!
H o w m ig h t  “n e w 
c la s s ic s ” c o m p le m e n t  
a n d  c o n t e xtu a lize  
t r a d it io n a l t e xt s ?
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Let’s plan!

Wh a t  n e w t e xt  
p a ir in g  c a n  yo u  t r y 
in  yo u r  c u r r ic u lu m ?
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Th a n k yo u !
Q u e s t io n s ?
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